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It is just this N 8% and MRND XY, v_/hi‘cj]_,;;gt_g__thgh‘s‘ggl of Scl)tdc:)r;
the Decalogue. A mortal lawgiver could also have decreed, ﬂ']:;u ;1 a : :ne
murder etc.” But “thou shalt not covet”, only God can forbid. [(: a B
can test the heart and kidneys. Before Him, not oniy deeds but thoug s
and inclinations are manifest. Men can_(_)rr_l_l_z__fgglj_;_c_l crimes, and w[;]er(t?} nec::l
sary, bring committed crimes before their tribunals. But the. heart ‘,ﬁ e 1}'3 e
breeding place and birthplace of crimes, ke_cp's beyond their cc;)%r_u m.med
once it has matured there, it is seldom that it is c.!etcrred ﬂ:om > mlg[, Ea s
out by fear of the punishing arm of human justice. That Ins wb); a ffol:ts i
building up of states remain incoml?lete and vain and vu nerable <:f g
i\ long as they are to be borne and cardnec: on rll? t?_c: ieaf:) zggax:}g:‘esgoz i .l‘anh

i y as, even if they do lay the firs .
g;;ggf’ tlalscylot?)[i:nk ’thcy can carr); it on without God, do not s:bo;dma:e
ordinary human power to the State, the State to the LaYv‘and tdeh aw to
God, but on the contrary only nurse and encourage religion ar;w or(r;a;:ll;e

[ pto dod, as a means of getting support for fa[termg“homage tc: ;1_;1.. W;nl);
when God will become “King over the whole world apd the.-u.l->yl 1% ad
will become the Law for mankind, only then can prisons be closed an

wretchedness disappear from the world.

15. And all the people saw the R D\;;g"; ?332;3‘5;) A5 oy
sounds and the flames and the . .

>y i ik e

tones of the Shofar and the mount- \HT’? nm ‘Dj 221 I:N 2 ‘.P;J :
ain smoking; the people saw and DXJD i} |¥133 7{:”? ﬂN'l w?d'j ;
they trembled and stood afar off. -P;.-np 1‘1!33)'\] Qy{a

e

mere Spirit; it demands the expression of this spi fit in letter, in control of |
word_(Xwn K9, of activities (M1) and of the family (123). The social laws
begin with a demand for letter

» tor control of deeds and words | (n¥n &9,
HYN K3, 20N, qKn), but are not satisfied with letter_only, but demand
ontrol of spirit and feeling™ (onn &%),
oo S e importnt ide: Al: “religion”, il socalleg
*honouring God in Spirit” is worthless, if the thought, the idea of God, is
ot strong enough to exercise its power practicall_}?mffi_:j(ﬁgg)_‘r_lgg_l of our
vords and doings, of our family and social Tife. Our deeds, our way of
fe must first prove that i "rcligidn’","olir"'h(')‘h()uring of God” is genuine.
\nd on thg»p_tl_ge;_bﬁ@gﬂ all social virtue is worthless and crumbles at the first
ssHt;"'h_s"-fc}ir—;g_ as it only aims at Tetier, at outward “Correctness, is satisfied wi
cing considered righteous and honest in the &7es 6T Tellow-men, but refses
aer loyalty, does not depend on the conscientiousness of that "pure inner
nscience that only God sees and God judges, and which has its root and

nds its nourishment only in quiet but constant looking up to God. All

irit must be developed into Letter, into Act. All_Letter, all Acts, must
ve their source in Spirit, that is _t_h_c,,j,;;_gpjg_zx@gg _that hovers over these
ndamental ideas of f(}qc!{';__'_]jogg{;ﬂand fuses the two “t}imé_t-s;—?—l;-é'ﬁ?elxgious"
d “the social”, into one inseparable whole. ™ T —

.

—_— @

ither respects, however, the “Ten Commandments” have in no
U wise an)l/ngr(étaler hol[Enc:ss or greater importance than any other _con;mlz}ndr;]ent
in the Torah. They are neither the whole Law nor are they holier a“l/s
than all the rest. God clearly and expressly proc.lalmed the{n.as being merely
a preparatory introduction to the wholefollowllpg, real giving of the Il,]aw,
“I come to thee”, God has said in Ch. XI)_(,9. so that the pegple may car
that I do speak unto thee and so have belief in Ibef.’ for ever. Thereby this
revelation on Sinai is expressly stated to have for its object solely the pre-
paration of the people for the whole of the rest of the lawgiving which was
to.be transmitted to them by Moscs;_ and to prove to them beyond al,!
ossibility of doubt, by their own experxcnc‘e, that “God does _speak to Man

( it ays later), so that they would receive all the following Torah that
‘SL IS;Sosles Sw);s to b;ing to them, with unshatterable belief and trust as “the
word of God”.

! 1 headings of
But nevertheless they are fundamental laws, genera
chapters L:o I:vhich the whole of the rest of the lawgiving are really the
-n)(’ ways and means of carrying them out.

V. 15. In V.19 it says "‘you
m Heaven.” The conviction th

t fix the exact point from which a sound
t reaches our ear ¢manates. So here too, the people saw the sounds
Iressed to them simultaneously with the flash of lightning. They saw that :
words came to them from where the lightning flashed, and so also saw If we consider the order in which these fundamental laws were given,
notes of the Shofar. This (verse 15) is literally : monwar 1 %9 nnwey onx

they may express yet one further idea which may be not unessential for the

begins with23& and Ffinishes with 35, the second half ¥5§‘g‘ﬁfs witl;d n:;.;n ie;:
ang finishes with “nn &%. The demand for the rccognftim of G . g.th
Vhwith a demand for the mind. (1% v 8% ;7II) rbUt_,,',,tﬁls not satisfied with

whole conception of the Divine Institution of the Torah, The Ffirst hal”



